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Newsletter

As my presidency comes to term, I would like to thank all members of the executive 

for their dedication and commitment over the past year. To be part of such a great 

component society is a blessing. Our level of participation of members joining is 

one of the highest of all component societies and continuing education program is 

second to none. 

The 2016/2017 cycle brought many accomplishments. The most rewarding 

accomplishment was increasing dental awareness within our community specifically 

the younger cohort. We collaborated with Dr.Bill Schneider and his wife Laura for the 

launch of their book “Adventures of Dent Strong: Baby Tooth Goes to the Dentist”. The 

book launch took place at Cardinal Newman Catholic Elementary school in Niagara 

Falls, where the NPDA provided books for all schools in the region and libraries. The 

second initiative was introducing Flouride in the drinking water in the Niagara Region. In 

October the Ontario Legislature voted unanimously in favour of the science and general 

concept of MPP Bob Delaney’s motion to mandate fluoridation in all communities in 

Ontario.  This was only a Private Member’s Bill (Public Business) and still faces many 

significant barriers before becoming law, especially during the “committee stage” 

where detailed legalities and costs are evaluated.  Further updates will follow.

Our final event on the NPDA schedule was the annual Golf tournament. Turn out 

was great, weather was perfect, the company of members was even better! Another 

good reason to be a NPDA member. I would like to thank the help of one of our 

new members Dr.Hrynyk and continued help year after year from Dr. Daryl Smith.

Thank you for the opportunity to serve our association, and I would strongly 

encourage any members who have not volunteered for the NPDA executive to 

consider the rewards of giving back to our profession at a local level. 

Sincerely,

Dr. Jeremy Molon
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phone    number.  Each letter must be signed by the writer.  Submis-
sions via email are greatly appreciated.  The editors reserve the right 
to edit any letter for publication reasons.
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In Memoriam

Dr. John Marotta died on May 25, 
2017, at 75 years of age. Dr. Marotta 

was a leader in organized dentistry, a prolific 
lecturer and a perpetual student.

Dr. Marotta graduated with his DDS from 
McGill University and then practiced 
dentistry in the City of Welland throughout 

his dental career. He was active in his community both in a 
professional capacity and as a volunteer.

He served as Chief of Dental Staff at the Welland General Hospital, 
President of the Welland-Port Colborne Dental Society, President  
of the Regional Niagara AGD and President of the Niagara 
Peninsula Dental Association. He served on the Niagara College  
Dental Advisory Board and was President of the Fonthill 
Photographic Society.

He also was FDI Convention Chairman, President of the 
International Dental Study Club, a Governor of the Ontario Dental 
Association, and President of the AGD of Ontario.

Dr. Marotta gave over 50 lectures on aesthetic dentistry  
and on TMJ diagnosis and treatment. He has lectured in Toronto, 
Detroit, Puerto Rico, at the University of Buffalo and the University  
of Geneva, Switzerland. He has had 8 articles published in  
scientific journals.

He has received a Fellowship in the Academy of Dentistry 
International, a Masters in the AGD, and a Fellowship in the 
Internatioal College of Dentists.

In recognition of his many accomplishments, he was given the 
ODA Award of Merit and AGD Emeritus recognition for service 
and loyalty.

Dr. Marotta had a very successful professional career, but his 
family was always his first priority. When you talked to John at 
any meeting, he would always proudly show you pictures of his 
grandchildren. John will be sadly missed.

Sincerely,

Jim Jeffs

Dr. William (Bill) N. Tytaneck 
B.Sc. D.D.S. M.D. Passed away 

peacefully on April 30, 2017 at the 
St. Catharines General Hospital in St. 
Catharines, ON at the age of 94. 

Bill was born in Ituna Saskatchewan 
on June 11, 1922, the son of Ukrainian 

parents Frederick and Anna Tytaneck. After high school, Bill 
attended the University of Manitoba in Winnipeg where he 
graduated with distinction in Science (1943), then studied 
Dentistry at the University of Toronto graduating in 1946. 
After a stint in the Military Dental Corp, Bill met Theodosia 
(Zelinsky) who would become his bride of 70 years. Bill 
established his Dental practice in St. Catharines in 1946 largely 
to serve the Ukrainian community. Despite having established 
a successful dental practice, Bill’s true passion was Medicine. 
Every year he made his application to Medical School, then in 
August of 1953, he walked away from Dentistry and studied 
Medicine, graduating in 1957 from the University of Toronto 
and opening a general practice in St. Catharines. 

Bill’s medical career spanned 5 decades where he made house 
calls, delivered babies as well as the office practice. He never 
left the office until everyone was accommodated. When St. 
Catharines was short of Anesthetists, Bill stepped up, took 
courses, and filled a void that was impacting the community. 
During his career, he very generously donated time and skills 
to many community organizations such as the St. John’s 
Ambulance and the Niagara Ostomy Association. 

In addition to his devotion to work, Bill was an avid fisherman, 
hunter, golfer, gardener and bridge player. He and Theo 
enjoyed travelling.  

Bill is survived by his spouse Theo in St. Catharines, son Robert 
(spouse Peggy), Grandchildren Janice (spouse Douglas) and 
William (spouse Nicole), Great Grandchildren Louisa, Elliot and 
Jacqui. Predeceased by daughter Lorraine, and brother Walter. 

Bill was accomplished, passionate, caring and gentle in 
everything he did throughout his life.
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Important Information Regarding Category 1 Course Participation:

J ust a reminder to all our members about RCDSO rules for 
attending and receiving points for these core courses:

According to the RCDSO, in order for the participant to be eligible 
to receive his/her CE attendance points for a Category 1 Course, 
the participant must attend the entire lecture and must complete 
the necessary test at the end of the lecture and hand it in. At that 
time, he/she will be issued the certificate of attendance with the 
appropriate number of points.

Anyone who wants to attend the lecture, but does not wish to 

receive the Category 1 points and the CE certificate, may 
come in after the doors close and will not complete the test at 
the end of the lecture.

If we do not respect the RCDSO rules for Category 1 courses, 
the NPDA will risk losing our privilege to offer future Category 
1 courses. Therefore we ask all our members to please be 
certain to arrive at the lecture hall before the beginning of the 
presentation and before the doors close.
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Tooth Heroes Unite for April Oral Health Month

Dental Hygiene Periodontal Residency Program

Welcome to the Adventures 
of Dent Strong! Children 

all over Niagara will soon be greeted 
by a new team of Tooth Heroes. The 
NPDA and Dr. William and Laura 
Schneider have teamed up to help 
children learn about the importance  
of regular dental checkups  
and good hygiene. “Baby Tooth 
Visits The Dentist,” a book written  
by the Schneiders, will be donated  

to every school, library, daycare centre and NPDA dental office  
in Niagara.  

The book launch on April 28th was an overwhelming success. 
The morning program at Cardinal Newman Elementary School 
provided the children with fun and interactive oral health education. 
Wayne Gates, MPP for Niagara, partook in the ceremonies as the 
honourable member from the “Township of Tooth”. Head NCDSB 
librarian Karen Desjardins accepted the donated books on behalf  
of the schools of Niagara. NPDA members, as well as honoured 
guest, Dr. Frank Stechey (Hamilton Academy of Dentistry), were 
on hand to discuss x-rays and some extracted teeth with the grade  
one to three students. At the end of the presentation, children 

In partnership with Niagara College, Dr. Peter C. Fritz has created 
and implemented the Dental Hygiene Periodontal Residency 

Program, the first of its kind in Canada, for high-achieving dental 
hygiene graduates.  

Launched in October 2016, the goal of this program is to create an 
enriching and safe environment for continued learning of clinical, 
intellectual and team-building skills in order to better serve patients 
and to develop the future leaders of the profession.

Participation in this full time program fully integrates new graduates 
as part of a cohesive team of administrative assistants, hygienists 
and surgical assistants.  Over 12 months, residents of this program 
will experienced continued advanced learning through:

•  Rotation through each of the integral departments within  
the office,

•  Development of advanced instrumentation sharpening and 
radiography (CBCT) skills,

• Involvement in ongoing practical research studies,

•  Involvement in publication and presentation to improve 
knowledge translation skills

Rotations through each of the departments, administration, 
hygiene and surgery, provide the residents with exposure to the 
entire patient experience and equips them with the skills necessary 

stood and cheered when they had a surprise visit from their 
favourite Tooth Hero, Dent Strong. He was truly a rock star. 
The children surrounded him, reaching out to shake hands, 
give hugs and high fives!

With a quick pack up the team headed to Crystal Ridge 
Library in Ridgeway. There the book was formally donated to 
the libraries and daycare centres of Niagara. Fort Erie Mayor, 
Wayne Redekop (honorary mayor of Bridgeway), joined Wayne 
Gates for the event. Children’s librarian, Karissa Fast, accepted 
the donated books on behalf of the libraries of Niagara. Carrie 
Gordon, Under the Rainbow daycare administrator, accepted 
the books on behalf of Niagara’s daycare centres. Dent Strong 
made another surprise visit and was a huge hit!

It was truly a fantastic oral health month initiative that every 
NPDA member can be proud of. Contact the NPDA to find 
out where you can pick up your office copy of the book. The 
books will also be handed out at the fall lecture series at the 
Holiday Inn. 

View photos at: dropbox.com/sh/biw7il3p2lice1j/
AADEdLd2ZaCTNIjq7UfaAQDfa?dl=0

Visit DentStrong.com for more information.

to provide comprehensive advanced periodontal care, giving 
the resident a competitive advantage in their field.

As this innovative and new-age residency program continues 
to grow, we actively invite interested new graduates with the 
desire for continued learning and education to apply.

All interested candidates must be in current, good academic 
standing in a DH program and must hold a University degree.

To apply to the Dental Hygiene Periodontal Residency Program, 
please submit:

• Current resume/CV

•  Formal letter of intent outlining your interest and why you 
will excel

• Copy of your co-curricular record

To receive more information about the program or to apply, 
please email Dr. Amanda Longo, Chief Innovation Officer at 
amanda@drpeterfritz.com

The First of its Kind for one-of-a-kind RDH Graduates
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Specialist’s Corner

Periodontitis is a chronic oral infection that results in the 
breakdown of connective tissue and alveolar bone that 

support the teeth.   

The primary treatment of periodontitis involves sanative therapy, 
also referred to as “deep cleaning”.  The current standard of 
care includes debridement with both hand instrumentation 
and ultrasonics.  However, the hand-held instrumentation 
requires continuous sharpening for optimal performance, which 
introduces variability as well as a large increase the time spent by 
the hygienists.

Given the interest in “contemporary instrumentation”, meaning 
only ultrasonic instrumentation, the primary objective of this 
study is to determine if similar improvements in periodontal 
indices (i.e. reduced probing depth (mm), attachment loss (mm), 
bleeding on probing (% sites), gingival index, plaque index, 
furcation involvement and tooth mobility) can be achieved using 
ultrasonic instrumentation alone versus ultrasonic instrumentation 
in conjunction with hand instrumentation.

To test this objective, a randomized controlled trial has been 
initiated at Dr. Peter C. Fritz Reconstructive Periodontics and 
Implant Surgery clinic in Fonthill.  Currently, patients are being 
recruited and the study is well underway.

Comparison of Ultrasonic vs. Ultrasonic + Hand Instrumentation for Effective Sanative Therapy
Contemporary vs. Traditional | Out with the Old and In with the New??

What’s Involved?

Visit 1:  
Initial Consultation at  
our Office

Routine medical history, supplement and 
medication questionnaire and baseline 
assessments of the patients periodontal 
indices (i.e., probing depth (mm), attachment 
loss (mm), bleeding on probing (% of sites), 
gingival index, plaque index, furcation 
involvement and tooth mobility) will  
be collected.

Visit 2:  
Sanative Therapy

Patients will be randomly assigned to 
receive sanative therapy by either ultrasonic 
instrumentation alone or ultrasonics plus hand 
instrumentation.  The are of the mouth for this 
therapy to be completed (Left side versus Right 
side) will also be randomly assigned at this visit.

Visit 3:  
Sanative Therapy

Patients will receive sanative therapy by the 
opposite modality and to the opposite side of 
the mouth.

Visit 4:  
8 Week Follow-Up

Patients will undergo a re-assessment of their 
periodontal indices.

Following 8 weeks after deep cleaning, the change in periodontal 
indices from baseline to follow-up will be quantified and compared 
to determine the effectiveness of contemporary and traditional 
methods for sanative therapy.

Results from this study will provide guidance on an international 
scale to oral health professionals as to the superior method for the 
effective treatment of periodontal disease.

If you would like to receive more information about the study 
or to find out how you can contribute to the results, please  
email Dr. Amanda Longo, Chief Innovation Officer at  
amanda@drpeterfritz.com

Support for this study is proudly provided by Hu-Friedy, 
Dentsply Sirona and Oral-B.
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ODA Spring General Council 

CDA Report 
The federal government had considered taxing health benefits. A 
campaign led by the CDA to dissuade the federal government from 
implementing the tax on health benefits, including dental benefits 
was successful. The #DontTaxMyBenefits campaign generated over 
100,000 emails to federal legislators by its conclusion. Thanks 
goes out to the work done by the CDA and all members of the 
Provincial Dental Associations who helped in this endeavor.

Secure Send (a software product being developed and supported 
by the Canadian Dental Association) is a transmission system that 
allows dentists to easily send a variety of documents to a number 
of parties, including any licensed dentist in Canada and registered 
staff, in a fashion that meets all privacy requirements for personal 
health information (PHI). Secure Send will meet the requirements 
of the RCDSO and the Privacy Commission for the transmission of 
patient information. The ODA is currently working with the CDA 
to discuss the roll out of Secure Send for Ontario.

Fluoridation Issue
Thanks to all members who have completed the petition and sent 
it in. It is important that everyone continues to participate as the 
issue has not yet been resolved.

Publically funded dental health care
Considering the time and effort that the ODA has spent on the 
two major working groups the ODA is deeply disappointed that 
the provincial government did not choose to make a sustainable 
and equitable increase to dental program funding in the recent 
budget.

Political Action Committee
The Political Contact Dentist (PCD) Network remains an important 
avenue through which the ODA can communicate important 
issues to the Members of Provinicial Parliament (MPPs) and the 
Government. On April 24th and 25th PCDs met with their MPPs 
in Toronto to continue to keep the important messages regarding 
oral health in the Province in the forefront. If any dentists have a 
personal connection to any MPP, please contact the Executive as 
the ODA needs our support to advance important issues now and 
in the future.

HST
Discussions with the CRA regarding the ODA’s HST issue are 
ongoing. The ODA Board of Directors and Executive Staff are 
receiving regular advice from a respected tax professional. There 
is potential for resolution to take at least a few more years.

FINANCIAL REPORT
The ODA remains financially sound and no fee increases are 
anticipated for 2017-18. The ODA continues to look for ways 
to reduce costs to members and a current example is that the 
member listing is now in an electronic format rather than print. 
This is a green endeavor as well as a cost savings.

Mission, Vision and Values
A second workshop to discuss revisions to the Mission, Vision 
and Values  of the ODA was conducted.  This is an important 
document as in addition to the constitution and by-laws it directs 
the Board in their governance of the ODA.

Oral Health Campaign
This year the ODA oral health campaign will focus on young adult 
audiences ages 18 to 34 and their attitude towards dental care.  

They will be trying to improve this age group’s perception of 
the value of preventive dental visits.

150 Anniversary
Throughout this year you will see special events celebrating 
the ODA’s 150 anniversary.

ODA Surveys
We want to strongly encourage dentists to participate in the 
ODA surveys, including the Economics of Practice Survey. The 
data collected in these surveys is invaluable to the ODA.

Respectfully submitted, 

Dr. Harjit Gill, Dr. Wayne Little, Dr. Peter McDermott,  
Dr. John Thompson

NPDA Membership  
before Sept 1, 2017

Only $350 to renew before Sept 1 –  
after that, membership fee is $400.

ODA Membership.

You need to be a member of  
the ODA to join the NPDA.

The NPDA would like to wish everyone a 

Safe and Wonderful Summer

Before you take your holidays don’t forget to 

RENEW YOUR MEMBERSHIPS!

NPDA Membership types

Membership Description 
(a) An ACTIVE MEMBER is a dentist who holds a current 
certificate of registration to practice in the Province of Ontario 
and resides or practices within the Association’s geographic 
area, and is in good standing with this Association. 

(b) An HONORARY MEMBER is a dentist who has made 
outstanding contributions to the art and science of dentistry 
or organized dentistry. Upon nomination by the Honours and 
Awards Committee and final approval by the Executive Council 
of the NPDA, this member shall be classified as an Honourary 
Member of this association. 

(c) A NON-REGISTERED MEMBER (RETIRED MEMBER) 
is a dentist who no longer holds a Current Certificate of 
Registration to practice Dentistry but would otherwise be 
registered in good standing. 

Due Date for renewal is August 15, 2017 
The Membership form is available on the back page of newsletter
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Message from RCDSO Associate Ad 

F ellow NPDA members. It’s been a busy  time at the 

College as usual. The current business with bill 87 occupies  

a great deal of it. We are in the consultative process with  

the government on the details . As always, use the RCDSO website 

for members to keep current on council activities  and the latest 

dispatch. Have a great summer everyone and if required my  

email address is ron@yarascavitch.com or cell at 905 708 

2578. Regards Ron.

Welland dental office looking for part-time associate with great 

patient and clinical skills. Please contact Dr. S. Mancuso at 

drsmancuso.dds@gmail.com

2017-2018 NPDA Event and Lecture Series

September 7, 2017 6:30 pm

Evening Business Meeting 

How To Steal From A Dentist

Category 3 - 3 Credits

Mr. David Harris Holiday Inn  
St. Catharines

October 13, 2017 8:00 am - 2:00 pm
Dental Legal Issues,  
Practice Issues, Etc.

Category 3 - 6 Credits

Ms. Mariana Bracic 
MBC Legal

and Mr. Jon Walton

Holiday Inn  
St. Catharines

November 3, 2017 8:00 am - 2:00 pm

Social Media and the  
Contemporary Dentist

Category 1 - 3 Credits

Ethics and Professionalism  
in Dental Advertising

Category 1 - 3 Credits

Dr. Barry Schwartz
Holiday Inn  

St. Catharines

December 9, 2017 6:30 pm Holiday Dinner N/A White Oaks Resort

January 12, 2018 8:00 am - 2:00 pm
A Comprehensive Guide To  

Essential Dental Pharmacology

Category 1 - 6 Credits
Dr. Peter Nkansah

Best Western  
St. Catharines  

Hotel and  
Conference Centre

March 23, 2018 8:00 am - 2:00 pm
Endo Topics & Small Hands-on Demos

Category 2 - 6 Credits
Dr. Gary Glassman Holiday Inn  

St. Catharines

May 17, 2018 6:30 pm
Annual Business Meeting

Category 3 - 3 Credits
Dr. LouAnn Visconti

ODA President
Holiday Inn  

St. Catharines

June, 2018 TBA Golf Day N/A TBA

DATE TIME EVENT/TOPIC PRESENTER LOCATION
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